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Our Mission: 

To reach out faithfully and nourish all of God’s people with His living and active 

Word, Baptism, and Lord’s Supper so that our Vision can be fulfilled. 

 

Our Vision: 

To live in the grace, mercy, peace, and forgiveness of the Savior, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, as members of His family, here in time and there in eternity. 

 

We Promise: 

To witness faithfully and GROW God’s family by reaching out to all people who 

have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus and welcome, embrace and 

nurture them. 

To nourish God’s family with DIVINE WORSHIP – God’s Word, Sacraments, 

beautiful music and faithful law and Gospel preaching. 

To provide opportunity that invites everyone across a Lifespan to 

PARTICIPATE as members of God’s family. 

To be a family in PRAYER for and with each other. 

To grow continually in the grace and love of God through faithful and thorough 

study of SCRIPTURE and CHRISTIAN EDUCATION at every age. 

To provide HUMAN CARE for God’s family at Grace, including our friends and 

neighbors, with their spiritual, emotional and physical needs wherever we find them. 

To equip and encourage every member of God’s family to discover and utilize 

their PERSONAL GIFTS of time, talent and treasure for the glory of God 

and the good of their neighbor. 
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Welcome to the Family of God 

Concerning the Lord’s Supper… 
Worthy reception of the Lord’s Supper: Fasting and bodily preparation are 

certainly fine outward training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared 

who has faith in these words; “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins.” But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy 

and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. (Luther’s 

Small Catechism) 

We encourage your individual preparation for the Lord’s Supper. Luther’s 

“Christian Questions and Answers” (pp. 329-330 in the hymnal) are wonderful 

aids in preparation. You may also wish to meditate on the sacramental hymns 

(617-643). The Lord’s blood can be received by common cup or individual cup. 

Gluten-free wafers are available, please tell the Pastor if you would like one; 

and non-alcoholic wine is available at the center of the tray. Please ask an 

usher for assistance if you have any questions. 

For families with children: 

There is a cry room available 

off the narthex and rocking 

chairs in the back of the 

Sanctuary for parents with 

infants and young children. 

There are fun activity bags 

for children to use during the 

service, available at the 

welcome center.  

Hearing Devices 
are available from one of the 

ushers to enhance the sounds 

of the service. 

Prayer Requests: The Prayer Circles of Grace want to pray for those who have 

requests or praise or thanksgiving!  Please e-mail Patty Polster at 

GracePR.patty@gmail.com. Prayer requests are held in confidence. 

Education Hour Today: Adults, please join us for Bible Class, at 9:15 am, 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

 German Language Worship Service 
On the third Sunday of every month at 3:00pm there is a German Language 

Lutheran Service led by Pastor Michael DeLong followed by a time of fellowship. 
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Easter Vigil 
March 30, 2024 

Service of Light 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Invitation 
P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death 

to life, we are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by 

hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over death. 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the hearts of Your faithful 

people with the fire of Your love. Bless, we implore You, this new flame and those who keep 

this joyful Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may be found rightly 

prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor traces the cross on the candle while saying: 

Blessing of the Paschal Candle 
P Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the ending, 

 
and then traces the Greek letters Alpha and Omega on the candle while saying: 

 

the Alpha and the Omega. 

 
He traces the year on the candle, saying: 

 

P His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now and forever. 

 
He puts the five wax nails into the candle, saying: 

 

P By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen. 

 
Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, he says: 

 

 

P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all the darkness of our 

hearts and minds. 



4 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant blessing that all who in true 

faith share this night in joyful celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 

dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we were in darkness, but now we 

are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
All light their candles from the paschal candle and then follow the candle bearer in procession into the 

darkened church. 

 
At the entrance of the nave, the bearer of the paschal candle stops and chants: 

Lux Christi 

 

 
 
When the candle bearer reaches the middle of the nave, he chants for the second time: 

 

 

 
 
When the candle bearer arrives at the candle stand, he turns to face the congregation. 

 
After all have reached their places, the candle bearer lifts the candle high and chants the third time: 

 

 

 
 
After the candle bearer places the paschal candle in its stand, the assistant turns to face the people and chants 

or speaks the Easter Proclamation (Exsultet). 
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Exsultet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preface Dialogue 
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Easter Proclamation 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places, with all our 

heart and mind and voice, praise You, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty everlasting God, and 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who offered Himself 

for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of His precious blood. This is the 

night when You brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led 

them through the Red Sea on dry ground. This is the night when all who believe in Christ are 

delivered from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality. This is the night when 

Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken and the morning of the 

new creation breaks forth out of night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is Your 

mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave You gave Your Son. How holy is this night 

when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away. How holy is this night when 

innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast. How blessed is the night 

when man is reconciled to God in Christ. Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of 

our thanksgiving and praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our hearts, He 

who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
All may extinguish their candles at this time. The paschal candle remains lighted throughout the service. A few 

lights in the nave may be turned on. 

 
Sit 

Service of Readings 
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Introduction to Readings 
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His 

resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly 

keeps His Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and 

in the shadow of death. 

The Creation Genesis 1:1—2:3 
A A reading from Genesis, chapters one and two. 

  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 

waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 

from the waters.” And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse 

from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And God called the expanse Heaven. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, “Let the earth sprout 

vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 

to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. 

And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 

expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two great 

lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. And 

God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over 

the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every living 

creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful 

and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and 

creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the 

beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and 

everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. Then 
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God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

  

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

created them. 

  

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 

subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant 

yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have 

them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything 

that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God 

finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 

done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work 

that he had done in creation. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created all things, and 

through the Word made flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity. Grant that in Your 

mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him who shares fully in our humanity, even 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Salvation Offered Freely to All Isaiah 55:1–11 
A A reading from Isaiah, chapter 55. 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; 

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 
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Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. 

Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

for he has glorified you. 

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

call upon him while he is near; 

let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your Word You created and sustain all things, and by Your Spirit You 

renew Your creation. Grant now the water of life to all who thirst for You that they may bring 

forth abundant fruit in Your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

A New Heart and a New Spirit Ezekiel 36:24–28 
A A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 36. 

I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own 

land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and 

from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And 

I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just 

decrees. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I 

will be your God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
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C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by the death and resurrection of Your Son You cleansed our 

hearts and put a new Spirit within us. Grant that all who are brought to newness of life in the 

fellowship of the body of Christ may show forth in their lives what they confess with their 

lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

God’s Faithfulness to Israel Deuteronomy 31:19–30 
A A reading from Deuteronomy, chapter 31. 

“Now therefore write this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this 

song may be a witness for me against the people of Israel. For when I have brought them into the 

land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to give to their fathers, and they have eaten and 

are full and grown fat, they will turn to other gods and serve them, and despise me and break my 

covenant. And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall confront them 

as a witness (for it will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For I know what they are 

inclined to do even today, before I have brought them into the land that I swore to give.” So Moses 

wrote this song the same day and taught it to the people of Israel. 

 And the LORD commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said, “Be strong and courageous, for you 

shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore to give them. I will be with you.” 

 When Moses had finished writing the words of this law in a book to the very end, Moses 

commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, “Take this Book of the 

Law and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for 

a witness against you. For I know how rebellious and stubborn you are. Behold, even today while I 

am yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against the LORD. How much more after my death! 

Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may speak these words in their 

ears and call heaven and earth to witness against them. For I know that after my death you will 

surely act corruptly and turn aside from the way that I have commanded you. And in the days to 

come evil will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him 

to anger through the work of your hands.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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P Let us pray. 

O God, the exaltation of the humble and the strength of the righteous, You taught Your people 

through Your holy servant Moses to sing Your sacred songs and delivered to them the Law 

that still directs us. Display in all nations the fullness of Your power that, as You blot out all 

sins through Your forgiveness, terror may turn to joy and fear of punishment may be 

transformed into the hope of salvation; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

The Valley of Dry Bones Ezekiel 37:1–14 
A A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 37. 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and 

behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he 

said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 

Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 

put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, 

and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 

feet, an exceedingly great army. Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 

Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall 

know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then 

you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your Son came as the Son of Man to breathe His Word and Spirit upon the dry, dead 

bones of Adam’s children. Grant that we may hear Your holy Word, receive Your Spirit, and 

rise each day from the death of sin to live in newness of life before You; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 

The Gathering of God’s People Zephaniah 3:12–20 
A A reading from Zephaniah, chapter three. 

“I will leave in your midst 

a people humble and lowly. 

They shall seek refuge in the name of the LORD, 

 those who are left in Israel; 
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they shall do no injustice 

and speak no lies, 

nor shall there be found in their mouth 

a deceitful tongue. 

For they shall graze and lie down, 

and none shall make them afraid.” 

 

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter of Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

you shall never again fear evil. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

let not your hands grow weak. 

The LORD your God is in your midst, 

a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you in, 

at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes,” says the LORD. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P Let us pray. 

Look in mercy, O Lord, upon Your faithful people, and by Word and Spirit bring to 

completion that good work which You have begun in us. Gather in Your people that all the 

world may see and know that what has been cast down is raised up and what has grown old is 

made new, until the work You have begun in us is brought to its joyful fulfillment in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn 930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord 
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5 Come, humanity, sing along, 

Sing, you people of God, a song; 

Priests and servants, your Lord now bless, 

Join, you spirits and souls at rest: Refrain 

 6 Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart; 

All you humble, His praise impart; 

God the Father and Son adore, 

Bless the Spirit forevermore! Refrain

During the canticle, the candle bearer carries the paschal candle to the font, followed by the pastor(s). If there 

are candidates for Baptism or confirmation, or if there are new members to be received, they also gather at the 

font, together with their sponsors and families. 

 

Service of Holy Baptism 

Baptismal Address 
P On this holiest of nights, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls His death and 

burial, rejoicing with great joy in the Gospel of His glorious and mighty resurrection from the 

dead. The apostle Paul says: 

  

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 

His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall certainly be united with 

Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was crucified with Him in order that 

the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

For one who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 

that we will also live with Him. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 

again; death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death He died He died to sin, once for 

all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The Flood Prayer 
P Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned the unbelieving 

world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy You preserved believing Noah and 

his family, eight souls in all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red 

Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing 

of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish 

washing away of sin. 

  

We pray that You would behold us all according to Your boundless mercy and bless us with 

true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood all sin in us, which has been 

inherited from Adam and which we ourselves have committed since, would be drowned and 

die. Grant that we be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being 

separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent 

spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise, we would be declared 

worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Renunciation 
P Do you renounce the devil? 

C Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

C Yes, I renounce them. 

Profession of Faith 
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 

water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life 

T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

Service of Prayer 

Litany of the Resurrection 
A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification, 

C have mercy on us. 
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A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be crucified and on the third day 

rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought life and immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the women, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road and made Yourself known to 

them in the Scriptures and in the breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace and Your Spirit, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle Thomas that he too might believe, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, to James and to all the 

apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus road, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk in the freedom of Your 

forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly things, serving others as we 

have been served by You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as citizens of the heavenly 

Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
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A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

Service of the Word 

Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
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Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 

O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. 

Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which You have given so that, made alive in body and 

soul, we may serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the twenty chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

The Resurrection 

 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 

and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, 

and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, 

but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must 

rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 

 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. And 

she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the 

feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” Having said this, she turned around and 

saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 

have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to 

her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 

to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say 

to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these 

things to her. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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Sermon                      “ A Garden with a Tomb and a Cross”                             Pastor Arthur Just 

John 20:1-18 

Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

Offertory Psalm 51:10-12 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 
Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayers of the Church 
The congregation responds, "Lord, have mercy." 

Prayer of the Church 

Prayer Concerns Beverly, Bill, Daniel, David, Flora, Gilbert, Jackson, Ken, Linda, Lisa, Louis, 

Mallie, Norma, Rene, Robert, Ruth, Sandy, Sharon, Thora Jean, Trevor. 

Missionary of the Month: Deac. Pamela Boehle-Kenya 

 Service of the Sacrament 

Lord's Supper Statement of Faith 
As Lutheran Christians, we believe and teach that Christ's body and blood are truly present in, 

with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion.  We also believe that, as we receive 

Christ in this meal with penitent and believing hearts, we receive all the treasured blessings that 

He earned for us.  If you share this confession, then come; taste and see the goodness of the Lord! 
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise 

You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal 

Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels 

and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 
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Pax Domini John 20:19 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 

Distribution 
 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those 

who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 

Amen. Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn 467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

 

 

 

 
 

5 The world against me rages, 

    Its fury I disdain; 

Though bitter war it wages, 

    Its work is all in vain. 

My heart from care is free, 

No trouble troubles me. 

    Misfortune now is play, 

    And night is bright as day. 

6 Now I will cling forever 

    To Christ, my Savior true; 

My Lord will leave me never, 

    Whate’er He passes through. 

He rends death’s iron chain; 

He breaks through sin and pain; 

    He shatters hell’s grim thrall; 

    I follow Him through all. 

 

7 He brings me to the portal 

    That leads to bliss untold, 

Whereon this rhyme immortal 

    Is found in script of gold: 

“Who there My cross has shared 

Finds here a crown prepared; 

    Who there with Me has died 

    Shall here be gorified.” 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God, for our redemption You gave Your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross and by 

His glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of the enemy. Grant that all our sin may 

be drowned through daily repentance and that day by day we may arise to live before You in 

righteousness and purity forever; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
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Hymn 459 Christ Is Arisen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: German, 12th–15th cent.; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Tune: Latin, c. 1100; Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000877 
Tune: Public domain 
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Join us for 

Easter Resurrection Services 

tomorrow, March 31, 

8:00 and 10:30 am 
 

 

Easter brunch is served beginning at 9:30 am 

 

 
 


