
The Week of November 30, 2008

GraceNotes Express

Special points 
of interest:

Nursery care is 
available during 
the services. 
Please ask an 
Usher for direc-
tions. 

We are equipped 
with Williams 
Sound hearing 
devices to aid 
persons wanting 
to improve the 
audio of the 
church service. 

Please ask any 
usher if you wish 
to receive a large-
print bulletin.

Please turn off 
any cell phones, 
pagers, beepers, 
and other audible 
electronic de-
vices. 

Call Committee Report
Update

Please join us at Grace fellowship hall on Thursday, Decem-
ber 4th, at 7:00PM to meet with Rev. Dr. Mark Hill and his 
wife Cora.

Also, tentatively plan on Thursday, December 11th, at 
7:00PM to meet Pastor Keith Lingsch and his wife Lori. We 
are waiting to hear about his travel arrangements.

Voters’ Meeting December 7

There will be a voters meeting December 7th after the second ser-
vice to vote on the Board slate for 2009. We will dispense with 
board reports with the exception of Properties for which they have a 
report and a needed vote by the congregation. 

We will also have the second reading and vote on the proposed En-
dowment Fund constitution amendment. 

We will have a discussion and a possible vote on the 2009 budget. 
The vote might be put off until our January meeting to allow a bet-
ter understanding of where we stand after 2008.

The next Planning Council meeting is scheduled for December 16th 
at 7:00PM.

Retirement

Pastor Reetz will be retiring on the 31st of December. However, he will 
lead worship and preach on Sunday, the 18th of January.
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Bible Studies

   Wednesday Morning

A men’s Bible Class meets 
each Wednesday morning 
at 7:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall of the church. The 
group is currently study-
ing the book Following 
Jesus All men are wel-
come!

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study

We invite you to join us 
for this adult Bible study 
that meets in Fellowship 
Hall taught by Pastor 
Reetz. Everyone is wel-
come to this informative 
class.

Thursday Morning 
Bible Study

The Thursday morning 
Women’s Bible study meets 
each week at 10:00AM. New 
members are warmly wel-
comed. Please call Kami Jo for 
more information.

Kids Corner

Today in Sunday school class, children will learn the 
story if Abraham’s son Isaac being born.  The focus of 
the day is to “respond to God’s gifts with joy”. Make 
sure to look over your home connect take home sheet to 
discuss the story further with your children.

Habitat for Humanity!

Now that the weather has begun to cool down, it’s 
time to get back to Habitat for Humanity!  Volunteer 
a few hours of your time and changes a family’s life 
by helping build their home. Sign up on the narthex 
bulletin board for our next work day. Contact DCE 
Kami Jo with any questions.

Teacher Meeting:

There will be a brief 
meeting for all Sunday 
school teachers this 
morning following the 
10:30am worship service.  Attendance is 
important as we look towards December 
activities, including the Christmas Play.

Wednesday Advent Services
1PM and 6:30PM

You are invited to prepare for the miracle of Christmas by 
attending these mid-week services. The Advent theme this 
year is “...And with all the company of heaven…” This se-
ries focuses on three saints: one from Biblical times, one 
from the ancient church and one from the 20th century. 
Each of their lives were anticipations of the advent of Christ 
and the coming of the fullness of the Kingdom of God: St. 
Ambrose of Milan, Lars Olsen Skresfrud, and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.
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Stewardship Corner
 First Sunday in Advent

November 30, 2008

1 Corinthians 1:3-9: St. Paul reminded the 
Corinthians that they had been made rich 
in all things and had not failed to receive 
all of God’s blessings. He then reminded 
the Corinthians and us that God blesses us 
with all good things so that we may be 
faithful stewards for the rest of our lives 
and in this way to bring praise to God and 
good things for others.

Attendance (11-23-2008)

8:00AM Divine Service 1
10:30AM Divine Service 1
8:00AM Holy Communion
10:30AM Holy Communion
Adult Bible Class 

Church Phone—261-7421
Church fax # - 261-9337

Church website: 
www.graceofnaples.com

1—Times of service
2—Directions to the church
3—Pastor Reetz
     revpreetz@graceofnaples.com
4—Church secretary (Ruth)
      secretary@graceofnaples.com
5—Music Director (Jonathan)
      musicdirector@graceofnaples.com
6—Preschool Director (Julie)
    preschooldirector@graceofnaples.com
7—Director of Christian Education 

(Kami Jo) dce@graceofnaples.com
8—Preschool emergency
0—Operator (Ruth)

Extensions and Emails

Greeters Needed!

Greeters are very much needed to make mem-
bers, friends and visitors welcome at Grace. 
Spend just 10-20 minutes before the service, 
smiling and encouraging visitors to write their 
names and addresses in the visitors book and 
make new friends for Grace

. Please call Ruth at the office and say you’ll 
greet at either the 8AM service (A serious need!) 
or the 10:30 service (we need you here, too).

www.graceofnaples.com

If you would like to hear one of Pastor 
Reetz’ sermons again, please go to our 
website. Click on “sermons” and choose 
the date for the sermon you would like to 
hear. 
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Today’s Service Outline

First Sunday of Advent,  November 30, 2008

DIVINE SERVICE Setting One, beginning on page 151

Hymns: 357 O Come, O Come Emmanuel  (vs. 1-4)
332 Savior of the Nations, Come  (vs. 1-4)

(Offertory) 955 Let the Vineyards
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition ends with the words, "Stir up Your power, O God"  The congregation responds, "stir 
up Your power and come."
Distribution: 515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

and 332 Savior of the Nations, Come (vs. 5-8
357 O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs. 5-7)

Psalm 80 
The cantor will sing the refrain once; the congregation is invited to join in the second time and 
again after each verse.

REFRAIN:

Stanza 1

Stanza 2

Stanza 7

Text (sts. 1–5): © 1986 Ladies of the Grail Used by permission: OneLicense.net, number .

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, you who lead Joseph's flock, shine forth from your cherubim 
throne upon Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh.  O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord, come to 
our help. (R)

Lord God of hosts, how long will you frown on your people's plea!  You have fed them with 
tears for their bread, an abundance of tears for their drink.  You have made us the taunt of our 
neighbors, our enemies laugh us to scorn. (R)

May your hand be on the one you have chosen, the one you have gien your strength.  And we 
shall never forsake you again; give us life that we may call upon your name.  God of hosts, 
bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. (R)
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MUSIC AT GRACE

Rehearsals for musical groups at Grace are in full swing.  But it’s never to late to 
join!

GRACE AMR RINGERS (High School and Adult):Tuesdays at 6:00p.m.

CHERUBS (3yrs. Old through 1st grade): Wednesdays at 3:30p.m.
CHORISTERS (2nd - 8th grades): Wednesdays at 4:15p.m.

GRACE CHORALE (High School and Adult): Wednesdays at 7:00p.m.

Please join us!  New and previous members are always welcome!

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER

Wednesday Evening Prayer has taken on a new format this year  In addition to the 
Holden Setting that we have enjoyed for years, we will also be using the Evening 
Prayer, Compline, and Vespers settings from LSB.

We invite you to join us and be a part of this wonderful opportunity to take a step 
back from our hectic schedules and thank our Heavenly Father for safely bringing us 
to the close of yet another day.

Hymn Notes
From:  Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins

By:  Austin C. Lovelace

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Text:  Latin, c. 12th Century
Tune: French, 15th Century

   From the seven antiphons sung in the medieval Roman Church at Ves-
pers before and after the Magnificat (Mary’s Song), just prior to Christ-
mas, sometime in the 13th century five were selected for a hymn and 
the “Rejoice, rejoice” refrain added.  Biblical references to the Great 
“O’s” are:  Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14), Root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:10), Day-
spring (Malachi 4:2), Key of David (Isaiah 22:22), and O Lord (Adonai) 
(Exodus 3:15).  The purpose of Advent is to prepare for Christmas, as 
Lent prepares for Easter.
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Giving Blood

Giving blood is easy and so important that we 
urge you to donate at one of these blood drives 
at Hollywood 20 movie theatre.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 28-30 from 
12-6PM

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 26-28 from 
12-6PM.

All successful donors will receive a free movie 
ticket.

News From Your Grace Preschool

We had our best Thanksgiving Feast ever at the preschool 
this year!  It was heart warming to hear the children sing of 
God’s love.  Each child told the audience what they were 
thankful for and what a great testimony when a 4 year old 
answered he was thankful that Jesus died on the cross for us!

We would like to thank the Women of Grace for 
graciously donating the proceeds 
of their great bake sale to the pre-
school this year.  We intend to use 
the money to increase our school’s 
library, which will also 
include new age-appropriate Bible 
story books.  
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MISSIONARY-OF-THE-MONTH
 Pastor Frederick Reinhardt

 Senegal, West Africa
Being the adopted missionary of the Women of Grace, and having visited the church a couple 
of years ago, Frederick Reinhardt is not a stranger to many of Grace's members.  This year he 
will   again receive funds produced by the Pecans and Holiday Bake Sale along with support 
money from Thrivent.  

In Christ's great harvest mission, Pastor Frederick Reinhardt  is a missionary in Dakar, Senegal 
in West Africa.  He serves as the area facilitator for French speaking Africa  and works with the 
African leadership of the various French-speaking Lutheran church bodies in Africa.  Previ-
ously,2000 to 2007,  Fred served in northeastern Togo, working in cooperation with the LCMS 
partner church body.  

Fred's home congregation is Immanuel Lutheran Church in Pensacola, Florida.  He is a 
"second-career" pastor and missionary, having enjoyed a 21 year career in the civil and foreign 
service before going to Concordia Seminary in 1997.  

Within the last few months, besides ongoing mission work, he has:
1.  visited the Lutheran Church in the Ivory Coast,
2.  made important decisions regarding projects and budgets with the "Africa Manage-

ment Team" in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 3.  attended the ordination of a new pastor in 
Togo.

Pastor Fred thanks God for his safety in traveling and requests prayers for continued protection 
and zeal in  spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout French speaking Africa.  "May the 
Holy Spirit continue to work powerfully through the Word all over Africa and that the Ablaze 
movement will erupt in support and activity so that 100 million unreached or uncommitted peo-
ple are reached with the Good News of Jesus Christ by 2017!  

As a note  of thanks to this parish, he adds, "May God continue to richly and abundantly bless 
you all by His marvelous GRACE in Jesus Christ!"  

Rev. Fred Reinhardt;
villa 11 bis Nord Foire Azur 2
Rue YF-172 (derriere Yengoulene)
DAKAR, SENEGAL  West Africa
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Especially for Us

Floral Design by Heidi, the florist who furnishes our 
altar bouquets each week, is offering our congrega-
tion members and friends 

a 12” round CHRISTMAS CENTERPIECE

FOR ONLY $20 EACH. Deadline date for ordering 
this is Sunday, December 14. You may pick up your 
Christmas centerpiece from church on Sunday morn-
ing, December 21, after each service.

Please order your CENTERPIECE by signing the 
paper on the easel in the narthex. Call Ruth Dishop 
(262-7137) if you have questions.

If you would like to give flowers….

There are several dates available in the coming months 
when you can give altar flowers. Flower arrangements can 
be given to celebrate the joys or blessings God has given 
or to honor a loved one or remember someone dear to you. 

Please call Mallie Logan at 594-8904 and let her help you 
dedicate altar flowers on a Sunday this fall.

Children’s Church!

We invite children in the congregation to Children’s church during the 
10:30am worship service.  Children’s church is a worship time designed at a child’s 
level, for children 5 years of age to 4th grade. Children will learn the story of the day, 
sing worship songs and pray together.  If you would like your child to attend chil-
dren’s church, have him/her follow DCE Kami Jo out of the sanctuary following the 
children’s message.
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New Name Tag Holder:

There is a new place for your name tags 
to be stored!  

By the Welcome Center you will find a 
cross with ribbon hanging from seven 
different hooks. On each hook is a se-
ries of letters, for example: A-C.  You 
simply clip your name tag on the rib-
bon under the letters that are the first 
letter in your last name, if your last 
name is Jacobs, you will clip your 
name tag under the hook with the letter 
J.  

This will be a more accessible and easy 
process for locating and storing your 
name tags.

Christmas Ornaments Just for 
You!

The Women of Grace are pleased to offer you a 
Commemorative 50th Anniversary Christmas 
Ornament depicting Grace 
Lutheran Church on a beau-
tiful 3” bulb. This lovely 
ornament was produced by 
Bronner’s Christmas Won-
derland in Frankenmuth, MI. 
We now have a keepsake 
that will last for the next 
fifty years. Price of the ornament is $10.

They are now available for sale before and af-
ter Sunday services at the Visitor’s Center. 
Stop by and purchase a special memento of 
Grace for your Christmas tree.

Symphony at the Philharmonic

On December 4-6 the Naples Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra will perform Men-
delssohn’s Symphony #5, also known as the Reformation Symphony. It was com-
posed in honor of the 300th anniversary of Martin Luther’s Augsberg Confession and 
includes “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” For more information or to reserve a place 
at one of the performances, call the ticket office at 597-1900.

Give the gift of reading

Fun Time Nursery is a daycare facility offering low price daycare for needy families 
in the Naples area. In some cases families are not even charged to have their children attend 
Fun Time Nursery.

The Nursery is in need of books; the children love to read and be read to but have 
very few books.  Children range from 2 to 4 years of age and like a variety of paperback 
books.

There is a wrapped box in the Narthex for all book donations, 
please help us make sure these children have at least one gift this Christ-
mas. We will be accepting donations through December 21st.

Contact DCE Kami Jo with any questions.
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Have you heard? Lauren Root absolutely loves going to college at Concor-
dia University, Seward! Lauren has always been an active young member  of our con-
gregation. Now she is studying to become a Lutheran music teacher and church music direc-
tor. Voters at the November meeting approved monies from the Special Education Fund to be 
spent to help support her education. If individuals at Grace would like to contribute to this 
financial support, (have you seen what colleges are charging these days?!) personal checks 
can be made out to Grace Lutheran Church with the words “Lauren Root”  written in the 
check’s notes area.

Grace’s Prayer Circles
Please Join!

A wonderful promise was Jesus’ announcement to His disciples. “You may ask me for any-
thing in my Name, and I will do it!” (John 14:14)

It is a joy to be in prayer with our Heavenly Father. If you (or you know someone) who has a 
specific prayer need or prayer of thanksgiving and would like your Grace family to also pray, 
please contact Rozan Mueller via phone (262-1564).

An e-mail Prayer Chain is also being formed. The same prayers will be circulated in both cir-
cles in strict confidence. To place your prayer request via e-mail, please e-mail Margie Feuser 
at MargieGo2@embarqmail.com.

We thank those, especially Jean Hennink, who have served and continue to serve faithfully 
over the years! We heartily invite all men and women (young and senior) to join in one of 
Grace’s Prayer Circles! Please contact Rozan or Margie to serve the Lord in this privileged 
capacity or to give prayer requests.

Dear Members of Grace Lutheran Church,

Thank you for voting to approve a scholarship for my education 
at Concordia University, Nebraska. It is greatly appreciated 
and needed. The support from my church means a lot to me!

Yours in Christ,
Lauren Root
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Anthem Text

Long Ago, Prophets Knew
Text:  Fred Pratt Green
Setting:  Loyd Larson

Long ago, prophets knew Christ would come, born a Jew, 
come to make all things new,  bear his people’s burden, 

freely love and pardon.  
God in time, God in man, this is God’s timeless plan: 

he will come, as a man, 
born himself of woman, God divinely human.

(Refrain) Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!  
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!

When he comes, when he comes, who will make him welcome?

Mary, hail!  Though afraid, she believed, she obeyed.  
In her womb, God is laid till the time expected, 

nurtured and protected. (R)

Journey ends!  Where afar Bethlehem shines, 
like a star, stable door stands ajar; 

unborn Son of Mary,  Savior, do not tarry!  (R)
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