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Special points
of interest:

e Nursery care is
available during
the services.
Please ask an
Usher for direc-
tions.

We are equipped
with Williams
Sound hearing
devices to aid
persons wanting
to improve the
audio of the
church service.

Please ask any
usher if you wish
to receive a large-
print bulletin.

Please turn off
any cell phones,
pagers, beepers,
and other audible
electronic de-
vices.

GraceNotes Express

A publication highlighting the people and ministries of Grace.

The Week of February 17, 2008
Lenten Worship Opportunities

Each Wednesday during Lent there will be Lenten services
at 1:00PM and 6:30PM.

March 16th, Palm Sunday, begins Holy Week. Mark your
calendars so you can attend Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services as well as the celebration of Easter on Sun-
day, March 23rd.

VOTERS’ MEETING TODAY

Please plan on attending today’s voters meeting after the second
service. Included in today’s meeting will be a vote on revisions to
the 2008 budget, a second and final vote on a constitutional
amendment, board reports for 2007, an update on the parsonage
problems affecting Kami Jo and you, our starting search for a new
pastor and other surprises.

Your input is important and needed.

Mite Box Collections

Next Sunday, February 24th, is mite box collection Sunday. Mite
boxes are used to collect money for missions: 25% of the offering
is sent to LWML for mission grants and the remaining 75% is for
our district’s mission grants; all to further God’s kingdom.

The Women of Grace distribute and collect the mite boxes on the
last Sunday of every month, then forward the funds to LWML to
spread the Good News of Jesus’ love here and throughout the
world. Thank you for your love and support of the mission grants.

Servants for the Future is a special offering to provide financial
resources for church worker education and campus ministry initia-
tives. Synod President Gerald Kieschnick has made clear that the
matter of recruitment, preparation and support of pastors, edu-
cators, evangelists, musicians and other church workers is of im-
portance for our Synod in the years ahead. He said, “We must ag-
gressively seek to encourage the best of our young people and of
our second-career people to respond affirmatively to God’s call
for service and to support them in a way that results in the per-
formance of faithful, effective, and productive minis ..
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Bible Studies

Wednesday Morning

A men’s Bible Class meets
each Wednesday morning
at 7:30 in the Fellowship
Hall of the church. The
group is currently study-

Kids Corner

Today ih Sunhday school, Children will learn about
a man named Nicodemus. The Key point of the
day is that Jesus gives us eternal life. At home,
ask children who went to talk to Jesus and why.

A Study on the Book of Revelation!

The theme for the course will be " The book of Reve-
lation, what does it all mean?' Each Thursday at
7pm, we will meet at the Barnes and Noble on 41 and
Pine Ridge fo grab a cup of coffee and study the
book of Revelation. Come and try out this new Bible

ing the book of 1 John. All

study and bring your friends.
men are welcome!

Contact DCE Kami Jo with any questions.

Sunday Morning
Adult Bible Study , .
Women's Bible Study

We invite you to join us
for this adult Bible study
that meets in Fellowship
Hall taught by Pastor

This women's Bible study has begun and will go to
Easter, March 23", With Lent and Easter approach-
Reetz. Everyone is wel- ing, the theme for the study will be Jesus ministry
come to this informative leading up to the crucifixion. Classes will meet Thurs-
class. days at 10:00am at Sunburst Café (2430 Pine Ridge
Road, by Target).

Contact DCE Kami Jo with any questions.
Prayer Requests

Please call Jean Hennink
if you have a request
for our prayer chain at
261-8697.

Camp Matz!
We have received our dates for this summer’s mis-
sion trip to Camp Matz! Our week of serving at
Camp Matz will be July 6-11*. Camp Matz is a
week long trip on a unique outdoor campground
that is fully accessible to people with cognitive and
physical disabilities. Youth will work with the camp-
ers throughout the week, serving them with their
time and talents. Contact DCE Kami Jo with anv
questions. e
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News about Mailboxes
Do you have a mailbox?

If you’re a member, you have a
mailbox.

If you have offering envelopes,
you have a mailbox.

If you come regularly, either in
the winter or all year round,
you almost certainly have a mail-
box.

Please look and see if you have a
box and if you don’t and you’d
like to receive church informa-
tion, please call the office and
request one.

Contribution statements are put
in the mailboxes as well as infor-
mation on missions and church
events and activities. It’s also a
handy place for people to leave
you notes and cards so be sure
to check yours today.

An Address You May Want

Jeanette Gies is recuperating at her
daughter Martha’s home after her recent
illness. She may be reached at:

Phone: 1-239-574-3848
Address: Mrs. Jeanette Gies
c/o Martha Powell

1721 S. E. 11th Terrace
Cape Coral, FL 33990

Wednesday Night Suppers!

Come at 5:15 on Wednesday when we will
share our Lenten meal of soup, salad or
sandwiches. In the spirit of Lent the meal
will not be as elaborate, but we guarantee
you the most delicious plain fare you could
ask for. See you Wednesday!

Just a reminder that all this food is only
$5 per person, $10 per couple or $15 for a
whole family so if you bring all the young
uns and Uncle Joe, too, you’ll only pay $15.

Come to eat — AND
STAY TO HELP!
We love having you for supper, but we also
NEED your help afterwards. Please stay and

BEING A DISCIPLE: ST.
MARK’S SURPRISE

The Lenten Bible Study which meets
at 10AM each Wednesday will seek to
understand what it means to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus on the basis of St.
Mark’s Gospel. To understand what
Mark means by being a disciple, we
will take a close look at the people
who re portrayed in the Gospel and
see how the disciples, other charactes
and the crowd relate to Jesus. To help
us answer the question, we will also
closely look at Jesus’ journeys
through the Holy Land. At the conclu-
sion of the study a surprise awaits
everyone who will join us on this
Lenten expedition into the Scripture.
Your walk with Jesus will take on new
meaning.
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SCRIP NEWS

Don’t forget to order Burger King. Every
card ordered gives CCLS a chance to win
$500 from Great Lakes Scrip Co.

Remember that PUBLIX is available at a 3%
discount in $50, $100, and $200 denomi-
nations. This is available “cash and carry,”
no advance ordering required.

Do you want to “double dip” benefits for
CCLS? Go to SchoolPop.com and look at
the list of retailers, including Land’s End,
LL Bean, Amazon, and many others. Many
of these retailers ALSO participate in
Scrip! If you order from them through
SchoolPop, and use Scrip for payment, you
make two contributions to the school!

As always, if you have questions or com-
ments, you can call or e-mail. 239-384
9089. glanderktf@comcast.net

Donate to Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity’s home store is now
accepting donations of construction materi-
als as well as appliances.

If you or someone you know is getting a new
refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, washing ma-
chine or dryer, let us know. We’ll pick up the
old one if it’s in good shape and sell it in our
store.

In addition, if you are renovating, we will
take your old cabinets, countertops, doors,
windows, even your old hurricane shutters.

Contact the home store at 732-6388 if you
have any questions.

Extensions and Emails

Church Phone—261-7421
Church fax # - 261-9337
Church website:
www.graceofnaples.com

1—Times of service
2—Directions to the church
3—Pastor Reetz
revpreetz@graceofnaples.com
4—Church secretary (Ruth)
secretary@graceofnaples.com
5—Music Director (Jonathan)
musicdirector@graceofnaples.com
6—Preschool Director (Julie)
preschooldirector@graceofnaples.com
7—Director of Christian Education
(Kami Jo) dce@graceofnaples.com
8—Preschool emergency

Stewardship Corner
Second Sunday 1in Lent
February 17, 2008

Romans 4:1-8, 13-17: Abraham was not
saved by his good works but by his faith in
the promises of God. That faith enabled
him to manage all of life and life’s re-
sources for God’s purposes. May God grant
that we may become the same kind of
faithful and generous stewards.

Attendance (2-10-2007)

8:00am Divine Service 182
10:30am Divine Service 204
8:00am Communion 172
10:30am Communion 190

Adult Bible Class 78



http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP

Spring Taste Luncheon
Saturday, February 23, 2008 at 11:30AM
at Fmmanuel Lutheran Church,

Members and friends of Grace,

Please come out and support the annual CCLS fund-raiser. This event is being
organized by Carolyn Faust from Emmanuel Lutheran Church.

The lunch will be held at Emmanuel on Saturday, the 23rd of February, 2008

at 11:30AM.

Tickets are $15.00.

Donations for the silent auction would be appreciated. Donations may include
baskets, jewelry, baby clothes, crafts, gifts that you might have received that
can be used as a charitable donation. Together we can make this a successful

event.

Please contact Ruth Dishop (262-7137) or Carole Patterson (254-1067).

/3©

Habitat for Humanity

There is an opportunity February
23rd to volunteer at Habitat for

Humanity. Jobs range from paint-

ing to hammering nails, there is
something for everyone! If you
would like to come to the work-
site for a few hours of your time
then please sign up on the nar-
thex bulletin board! (Must be 14
years of age or older).

Thanks!

Table of Six is back!

The Table of Six ministry is an opportunity to be-
come acquainted with your brothers and sisters in
Christ. A rotation of the Table of Six groups will
begin in March. Sign-up sheets are available now
on the bulletin board in the Narthex, completed
forms are due by February 17t.. The completed
sign-up sheets may be placed in the designated
envelope located on the bulletin board as well.
Groups will be posted on February 24% on the nar-
thex bulletin board. The Table of Six Newsletter
containing information about the Table of Six min-
istry is available at the Welcome Center. All are
welcome and encouraged to participate.

Contact DCE Kami Jo with any
questions. N ¢ 5

SR

X1
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Thank you!

Thank you very much for the beautiful
sanctuary blowers | received while |
was in the hospital. | appreciate the
many caring folks in this congregation.

Bill Sagle
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Shine Like Stars!

The countdown has begun...The 9th
annual "Shine Like Stars" benefit for
the scholarship fund at Christ Com-
munity Lutheran School will be held
on March 16th. We are gearing up
for our "March Madness" theme

and your contributions to our silent
and live auctions will make this eve-
ning a slam dunk. Autographed
memorabilia, jewelry, wine, art-
work, golf outings, spa certificates,
services (piano lessons, interior de-
sign, tutoring), hosting dinner par-
ties, donating a vacation home or
time shares for get-a-ways, theater/
concert/museum/sporting event
tickets are just a few ideas. Items
big or small...with a little team-
work, this will be a championship
evening to remember. Con-

tact Jennifer LeMay, 598-3581, or
Ginny Glander,384-9089, and ar-
rangements will be made to collect
your gift. Thanks so much for your
support!
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CCLS NEWS!

Christ Community Open House

Christ Community Lutheran School
would like to invite all interested fami-
lies to an Open House on February 27,
2008 from 8:15am to 10:00am. This
is an opportunity to join us for a visit
to the campus, a weekly chapel ser-
vice, to meet the teachers and stu-
dents, and to learn more about the
school. The school is now enrolling for
the 2008-2009 school year. We look
forward to seeing you!

Grandparents Day at Christ
Community

Christ Community invites all grand-
parents to join us on March 5, 2008
for Grandparents Day from 8:15am to
10:00am. Grandparents will have the
opportunity to visit the campus, join
us for a chapel service, and to interact
with the teachers and students. Please
call the school office at 239-430-2655
if you plan to attend.
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Critical Shortage!
Your Help Is Needed!

The supply of blood for accident and fire victims and hospital pa-
tients is so critical at this time that the blood center has had to buy
blood. This is a very serious situation and one that they avoid as
much as possible, but in the past weeks they have had no choice.

You have a choice. Please consider giving blood. It is simple, it is

easy, it doesn’t hurt and you can walk away, sipping orange juice a:j

knowing that you gave a priceless gift.

Upcoming Hollywood 20 blood drive: 12-6PM on Saturday,
March 1, 2008. Get a free movie ticket when you successfully do-
nate blood.

For more information, please call the blood center at 436-5455.
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Calusa, Pre-Columbian Florida and Lunch

The Women of Grace - Tuesday, March 4, 2008. The meeting begins at 11:00am fol-
lowed by lunch served by hostesses Ruth Farrell, Jean Hennick, Evelyn Rice and
Calleen Berndt.

David Southall, Curator of Education, of the Collier County Museum will present the
program “The Calusa and Pre-Columbian Florida”. Centuries before Columbus; Flor-
ida’s lower Gulf coast was controlled by the powerful Calusa Indians once numbering
as many as 10,000 people. Learn of their lifestyle and people including the highly
skilled artisans who created elaborate masks and wood carvings such as those dis-
covered on Marco Island in 1895.
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Children’s Church!

Children’s church will continue until Easter on March 23rd. Children’s church
will take place during the 10:30am worship service following the children’s
message. Kami Jo and Jacky Gillis will meet with children in a classroom for
the remainder of the worship service and teach children about Lent, Holy
Week and Easter. This is for children from Kindergarten to 4th grade. If you

wish your child to participate, simply have him/her follow £ |‘|—ﬁ
DCE Kami Jo out of the sanctuary after the children’s mes- }l\duj',‘ﬁ[‘
sage. The nursery will still be available for children younger =2
than Kindergarten age. | Wf\’i\\

Hymn Notes
from
Then Sings My Soul
By: Robert J. Morgan

The God of Abraham Praise, 1404/1770
By: Thomas Olivers

“The God of Abraham Praise” is perhaps the most Jewish of all Christian hymns, and its writing cov-
ers many centuries. Its roots go back to the medieval Jewish scholar Moses Maimonides (1135-1204),
who wrote a confession of faith containing thirteen creeds.

Centuries later, in 1404, another Jewish scholar, Daniel ben Judah, a judge and liturgical poet in
Rome, deeply impressed with Maimonides’ creed, composed the Yigdal, a doxology of thirteen stanzas
widely sung in Jewish synagogues to this day.

Centuries later, in 1770, an opera vocalist names Meyer Lyon sang the Yigdal in London’s Great Syna-
gogue, Duke’s Place. In the audience that night was Thomas Olivers.

Thomas (1725-1799) had been born in Tregynon, Wales, and orphaned about age four. He studied
the craft of shoemaking, but he learned the art of sinning better, “the worst boy known in Tregynon for
thirty years.”

When he was eighteen, Thomas was thrown out of town, and he wandered down to Bristol, England,
where evangelist George Whitefield happened to be preaching from Zechariah 3:2: “Is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire?”

“When that sermon began,” Thomas recalled, “I was one of the most abandoned and profligate young
men living; before it ended | was a new creature. The world had changed for Tom Olivers.” He became
a traveling evangelist and passionate Christian worker.

On that Sabbath evening in 1770,k when Thomas heard Meyer Lyon sing the Yigdal , he was so
moved that he later approached Lyon, acquired the music, and adapted the Jewish Doxology into a
Christian hymn of thirteen stanzas, beginning, “The God of Abraham Praise.”

“Look at this,” he told a friend, “I have rendered it from the Hebrew, giving it, as far as | could, a
Christian character.” Thomas annotated his hymn with footnotes, citing Scripture references for al-
most every line, the first being Exodus 3:6: “| am the God of thy Father, the God of Abraham.” It ap-
peared in 1785 in John Wesley’s Pocket Hymnbook .

Modern congregations don’t have the patience to sing all thirteen stanzas (there are only 9 in LW), so
here is one of the lesser-known verses:

The God Who reigns on high the great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King!”
Who was, and is, the same, and evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Lord, the great | AM, we worship Thee!
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